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(54) IMAGE RETRIEVAL METHOD, IMAGE REPRODUCING DEVICE, RETRIEVAL INFORMATION RECORDING 
METHOD AND RETRIEVAL INFORMATION RECORDING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To shorten the time for retrieving a highlight 
scene and to surely retrieve the scene by collating a retrieval image to be 
read out of a recorder with a reference image for extracting a feature 
image, regarding retrieval coincidence when the retrieval image similar to 
the reference image is retrieved, reading a recorded image from a video 
frame related to the retrieval image out of the recorder and reproducing 
it. 

SOLUTION: An editor 1 0 is composed of an image server 1 2 for recording 
a lot of images, an input work station 1 4 as terminal equipment, an image 
input device 16 connected to the input work station 14, a reproducing 
yvork station 20 to be functioned as terminal equipment for reproducing 
image, an image monitor 22 connected to this reproducing work station 20 
and a DB server 24 for preserving an image to be used for editing and the 
reference image to be used at the time of image retrieval. Since the 
image server 1 2 requires a certain measure of write and read speeds and 
recording capacity, the disk array device of RAID configuration, for 
example, is used. 
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